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A ſhort DzcLarar10n: tothe-whole 
_ KirkandKingdom,concerning pre- 
 kntDangers and Duties; 


I; :. 


Edinb, g. September 1643. Antemeridiem. 


M8Lbeit the ſad and dangerous condition 

ASC wherein-this Kirk- and Kingdom is 

-now caſt, by the publick Reſolutions 

S and practiſes of theſe who have inga- 

"Sz ped in War againſt the Kingdom of 

/&& England , do proclaim untoallthe lo- ; 

yers of Religion and the Countrey, - +" 

whar is needfyll ro be donein this day of diftrefſe : Yet 5 

for the better information of the Lords people, we con- 

ceive it neceſſary, ſhortly for the preſent-ro declare 

what we hold incumbent in duty to all theſe who 

would not betray the cauſe of God, and render 'them- 

ſelves ſlaves to the Tyrannie and luſt of ungodly and 

Malignant men, hoping in a ſhort time to make known 
---- .ourthoughts of thele particulars more fully. 

When the diſ-affe ted and prevailing party inthe Par- 
liament of this Kingdom did Foanifeſt fend-ſtrong reſo- 
lutionsto make War upon England, under a pretext of 

effect, 


-.. luppreſſing Series,” But in ro diſſolve the union 
wry EE A 3 betwixt 
A AY nA ; 


0 
x 
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ath Neions: juſt and neceſſary debres relating unto 

zronnds of men, and unto the {ecur ing 

| qt Religion, were preſented unto their Lordſhips'by 

1 the Comtaiſsion' of the former Generall Aﬀembly , 

'% Bur theſe deſires were altogether lighted, and aningage- 

] ment reſolved upon ſuch grounds as are contrary to the . 
Word of God, and'do-inferthe breach of all the Ar- 
ticles of the Solemn League and Covenant, as is clear- 
ly holden forth in the Declaration. of the laft Generall 
Aflembly; wherein alſo may be ſeen the great incroach- 
merits that are made apon the Liberties of the Kirk :- 
Neither was there any regard had untocthe diſſent and 
Proteſtation of aconliderable number of Members of: 
Parliament, who had been moſt aQive and ſtreight in 
the Cauſe fromthe beginning ; nor unto the Petitions: 
and Supplications of many Synods and Presbyreries, . 
and'of- the wel-afſected people of the Land, who were. 
ſeeking ſatisfaRion to their: conſciences : But inſtead 
of a ſatisfatoty anſwer , the ingagement- whilk was | ſe: 
-wickedly refolved , was violently carried on by moſt: I dc 
ſtrange plundering and cruel! oppreſsion, eſpecially of th 
theſe-who did declare it upon no otherground then our Þ - 
of fear to ſin againſt God: And as' though it had'been- Yuni 
£00 little to force obedience unto their unlawfull Reſo- 
lations and AQs,'the Committee of Eſtares have urged 
and preſſed the ſubſcribing of a Band and Declaration of: Y« 
Parliament, wherein men are obliged to. acknowledge: 
the juſtice & equity ofall the ARs,Concluſions * Reſo ” 
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miestoReligivir b:their County; AndafterthartheCo- 
| micres'of Eſtates Had Tefit Tach an Army unto England, 
as by rherdecs thereof, was profetfe@ro 'be lo.confi- 
.derabe, as was ſufficient to- proſeture their reſolutions 
:in that Kingdome, without any further ſupply of forces 


[4 


from this, yet they have refolyed'upon, and proſecuted 


anew levie, with no lefle violence, then the former that” 


. they may wreiththe yoke of their oppreſſion upon the 


necks of the Lords people, and bring the whole King- 
dome in ſlavery and gpndege. And though. the -Lord: 
hath declared his wrath fromheaven: againſttheſe their 
reſolutions and proceedings, by bringing their Army to 


fo ſudden and ſhamefull an overthrow ; Yet do - hey 


ſtill adhere unto, and perſue the ſame defignes,and have 
not onely brought within the bowells of this King- 
dame, .the remnant of thar-godleſſe and prOptnnn Ar: 
my, but have given Comiſſion alſo ro claſſed incendia- 
ries and'Rebels who ſerved under the condudt of Fames* 
Grahame to raiſe forces, and by the whole tenour of 


their carriage, do make it appear to all whohave eyes ro- 
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ſee ; thatthey-do'intend the rather to involvethe King- - 


dome in blood; then-to'be reſtrained in the perſuite of* 
their former wicked'reſolutions. -' _ RG og 
Therefore albcit the thoughts: of peace be pretious: 


- unto us, and that we with {and exhort every- one to fol- 
low Peace wich'all men, as much as is poſible , Yer” 
 Rlooking upon the eminent dangers that threaten Religi- 
-Yon, the grievous opprefsions that lies upon the Lords 


edge Epeoplein their conlciences, perfons, and eſtates, andthe: 
eſo- Þnany featfyll evils; thar threatens both Kirk and King- 
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trained ; We conceive that all the-people of -God ave } 

' obliged andingaged by Covenang, with their livesand 
eftares, to endeavourand perſue theſe folkawing ends, 
and to oppoſe all the enemies and adverſaries ghgreof; 
1.Becauſe Religion is of all things the moſt excellent 8 
precious, the ſecuring thereoJ. js to be moſt in our 
thoughts, and in the endeavours of all men, that it may 
be preſerved unto us, & tranſmitted ynta Qur poſteririe, 
in puritic, Secondly, : All are hound ro defend and 
maintain the liberties of the Kirk, which is the houſe of 
God, and theground and pillar- of truth. Thirdly, all 
are bound to vindicate the libertics of the ſubjes, inall | 
theſe things vrthich concern their conſciences; perſons, 
andeſtates. Fourthly, there is no leſle obligation, care- 
"fully ro maintain the ynion betwixt the Kingdomes,and 
ro avoid every thing that may weaken the ſame, or in- - 
volve us in any meaſure of acceſsion. unto the guilt of 
rheſe who haye invaded the Kingdome of England: 
- Fifthly, all are co indegvourthe Kings Majeſties' refſti- : 
rution to the exerciſe of his Royall power, as ſoon as he 
ſhill give ſecurity for Religion, inthe manner expreſfled 
in the deſires. of the-Jate Comilſsionof the Ki:k, and 
ſhall give fatisfaQion in ſuch other things #s are neceſſa- 
ry tor the peace and ſafery of the Kingdom. Sixthly, 
allareto take a more effectual courſe then heretofore for 
puniſhing and ſuppreſſing of all Malignancy, injuſtice, 
miquity, prophanenefle and impiety,and to endeavour, 
Char the beſt and fitteſt remedies be applied for raking 
away the cauſes of theſe evils, and advancing Religion* 


and Rightcouſneſſe in the Land, and. that. thoſe jmenfes; 
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chats be a continuance and {increaſe of our ary miſe- 
rics and calamiries; And therefore ſeeing the Lord hath 
aow purinto the hands'of his people ſuch an opportu- 
nitie; Eid made many willing in this day of his power. 
Wedoexhort and beſcech all men throughoue the land 
by the mercies of God who hath not given us over un- 
co.death, bur left us a naill in his- holy place, that they 
would ſerioully mind, and to the urmoſt of rheirpower 

refer theſe ends againſt all lers and poi Res what- 


0ever, "Io he beginning of che make Lond reed 


ig conſe abs: 


I ed fiir = 


and fer c all, and the: roars 
of retake | ye aſe whey did their duty in 
the ſfimpliciry of th | carts, antcuſted: 3 in the name 
of the Lets, he-was pleaſed te make the enemies melt as 
wax before the fire, and to vaniſh as ſmoke before the 
wind : andif afrer fo marMich experiences of his afli- 
ſtznce and rare-teſtimonies of his loving kindneſſe, and. 
great deliyerances out of trubles andiolemne ntl . 

"ments by yows and Covenants, we ſhould fir ſill 

4 comply with thoſe who have carried on the ingagement - 
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